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Revising or reaffirming commitments to clean energy transitions. In the context of 
responding to the crisis, a number of countries in the European Union are implementing or 
considering measures to accelerate clean energy transitions. The Netherlands has 
continued with legislative processes for the implementation of national carbon taxes and, 
along with Spain, has reasserted commitments to achieve climate change targets. Germany 
announced a series of measures incorporating purchase incentives for electric and hybrid 
vehicles, financial support for charging stations and battery production and public 
investment to expand the production of low-carbon hydrogen. Austria and Sweden have 
completed their phase-out of coal power generation ahead of schedule. Denmark has set 
out plans to invest heavily in energy efficiency improvements in social housing and to build 
two artificial islands for energy purposes and target a minimum combined 4 gigawatts (GW) 
of offshore wind capacity by 2030. The European Commission’s proposal for a new 
€750 billion recovery instrument aims to support member states to accelerate clean energy 
transitions.  

In the United Kingdom, budgetary plans set out in March include provisions to enable the 
funding of at least two carbon capture storage clusters by 2030. In Korea, the government’s 
recovery plans encompass a number of measures that aim to achieve a net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions target in 2050, ranging from investments in renewable energy 
sources to the introduction of a carbon tax and targeted support for fossil fuel industry 
workers transitioning to other sectors. In China, plans and objectives announced during the 
convening of the National People's Congress in May 2020 include additional investments in 
electric and fuel cell vehicles, as well as in new infrastructure supporting digitalisation, EV 
charging stations and ultra-high electricity transmission. China’s government extended 
financial support that had been set to expire at the end of 2020 to 2022 to cushion the 
impacts of the Covid-19 epidemic on new EV markets. 

A number of countries have confirmed or extended their support for clean energy projects. 
In France, deadlines for contracting and grid connection for project developers were 
extended, and the level of feed-in-tariffs was frozen to accommodate delays due to supply 
chain disruptions or labour constraints. The Portuguese government has confirmed its 
intention to start the construction of a 1 GW solar-powered hydrogen plant in the coming 
year. The UK government has maintained the original timetable for wind auctions, and is 
continuing public consultations on its proposed support scheme for biomethane injection 
into the grid. In India, the government listed renewable energy installations as essential 
services, allowing the workforce to continue operations as needed. In Indonesia, the 
government has reconfirmed its plan to enact a new regulation on renewable energy that 
had been announced before the epidemic. A number of governments have also defined 
climate change or environmental conditions for access to public support. For instance, in 
Canada authorities have included annual environmental planning and reporting 
requirements among the conditions that large firms will need to meet in order to qualify 
for its emergency loan programme. They also announced funding for the decommissioning 
of inactive and orphan wells in three provinces, as well as a fund to support the oil and gas 
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